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Transit Alternatives Analysis 

City of Portland, OR 

South Corridor High Capacity Transit Alternatives Analysis

Metro, the metropolitan planning organization for the 
Portland, Oregon region is currently analyzing the 
appropriateness of three different transit alternatives 
for the area referred to as the South Corridor.  These 
alternatives include: 

�  Bus Rapid Transit 

�  Exclusive Busway 

�  Light Rail 

Ultimately, Metro will select one or multiple 
alternatives to serve the travel needs through the 
southern Portland metropolitan area. 

PTV America (formerly ITC) assisted Metro by 
applying VISSIM to compare the performance of the 
three transit modes along the same alignment.  
Signal control was a major consideration in assessing 
the impacts, which PTV incorporated directly into 
VISSIM for the analysis.  Local traffic impacts and 
transit performance were compared across all 
alternatives.  The analysis performed by PTV was 
extremely valuable in refining assumptions that were 
used in the conceptual design process.  For example, 
PTV recommended intersection improvements, 
alignment modifications and signal control strategies 
to better accommodate the finally selected 
alternative.  The simulations were also extremely 
effective in communicating the need for these 
changes to technical staff and other decision makers. 

 
Fig. 1:  Hawthorn Bridge VISSIM Network 

 
Fig. 1:  LRT Passage through Grade-Separated 
Signalized Intersection 

 

 

 

 

 


